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COVID-19 Safety Plan: 1) those with flu symptoms 
must not enter the church; 2) register via QR code on 
entry or sign in; 3) sanitise hands on entry; 4) sanitise 

seats after each service; 5) social distancing 2m 
apart. 6) vaccination advisable. 

 

Masses can be viewed on YouTube: 

Streaming: stjosephcomo 
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We acknowledge the traditional custodians 
of this land of the Gweagal People of the 

Dharawal Nation. 

Google: Sydney Centre for Evangelisation 

Our sick Drago Mikan:, Steve Smith, Barbara Moore, 
Jimmy Chandra, David Low, Roger Minshull, Jim 
Hagley, Elizabeth Kinsela, Ida Melis, Katrina Marinilli, 
Rita Shah, Julia Lock, Marie Lawsen, Ian Duffey, 
Glennise Hall, Eliette Majdandzic; Dragica Furda, May 
Kenny, Carmen Camilleri, Mary Carmen Borg, Norma 
Cook, Josefa Dabu, Josie Lay, Christine Woodard, 
Maria Suszycka, Urszula Kaminska, Thea Van 
Gastel, Josephine Marinilli, Steven Marinilli and all 
homebound and dear friends from Mildred Symons 
House. 

“Catholic SRE Learning from Home” 
materials,:https://www.ccress.org.au/learnin
g-from-home-sre-lessons/ 

Daily Masses: 7:30am Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday (Saturday: Holy Hour, Confession 
and Mass); Tuesday 5:30pm: Adoration, 
Novena, Confession, Benediction and 6pm 
Mass. First Friday of the month: 5:30pm 
Holy Hour and 6pm Mass.  

Weekend Mass times: Saturday: Vigil 5pm 
Sunday: 8am, 9:30am and 2nd Sunday of 
the month at 3pm: Divine Mercy Chaplet with 
Benediction and Mass. Baptisms after 9:30 
Mass  

Marriage and Baptism inquiries please 
contact Parish Office. 

Celebration of the Year 6 graduation. Well done! 
This is a tribute to all who participated in their journey. 

Scan the barcode on the left with 
your mobile phone camera and follow 

the instructions therein. 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/ 

COMOOYSTERBAYPARISH 

St. Joseph’s Como is a Community that cares for 
safeguarding children. Safeguarding Office at (02) 

9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. 

To support our retired 
priests please use the 

Christmas Offering 
envelopes provided. 

Declaration on Christian Education Gravissimum Educationis proclaimed by pope 
Paul VI on October 28, 1965. The II Vatican Council considered with care how 
extremely important education is, and how its influence ever grows in the social 
progress of our time. Indeed, the circumstances of our age have made it easier and 
at once more urgent to educate young people and, what is more, to continue the 
education of adults. We are more aware of our own dignity and position; more and 
more we want to take an active part in social and especially in economic and political 
life. Enjoying more leisure, as they sometimes do, men find that the remarkable 
development of technology and scientific investigation and the new means of 
communication offer us an opportunity of attaining more easily our cultural and 
spiritual inheritance and of fulfilling one another in the closer ties between groups and 
even between peoples. 

 

Prayer at the Advent wreath: 
 Lord, hurry and come to us. May your light shine in our 
lives, so that we may be freed from sin. Protect us from 
all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for your coming as 
our savior: For the kingdom, the power and glory are 

yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Bible does not mention anything specifically about vacations. However, Scripture does 
address the concepts of rest and stewardship, both of which are applicable in thinking through 
whether Christians should take vacations. A vacation is a time of rest, and God set the example 
of rest in Genesis 2:2–3 when He ceased from creating. In Exodus 20:8–11 God tells His people 
that they are to rest from their labor on the seventh day—to take a weekly vacation, as it were. In 
the New Testament, we see Jesus fulfill the meaning of the Sabbath. Christians are no longer 
under the law of the Sabbath, yet the concept of rest is still important. Jesus said the Sabbath was 
made for man, meaning that God gave it as a gift to us (Mark 2:27). Rather than the burden it had 
become in Jesus’ day, the Sabbath was intended to be restorative. In resting we declare our 
dependence on God, exercise our faith in His provision, and receive refreshing. 

The fourth candle of Advent is called the “Angel Candle” and 
symbolises peace. This name comes from the fact that the angels 
announced that Jesus came to bring peace (Luke 2:14). This week 
we are reminded that Jesus came to bring peace to our hearts and 

to our world! 

The best wishes for Christmas and New Year 2022. 

The precise origin of selecting 25th Dec. as the birth date of Jesus is unclear. The 
New Testament provides no clues in this regard. 25th Dec. was first identified as 
the date of Jesus’ birth by Sextus Julius Africanus in 221 and later became the 
universally accepted date. One widespread explanation of the origin of this date 
is that 25th Dec. was the Christianising of the dies solis invicti nati (“day of the 
birth of the unconquered sun”), a popular holiday in the Roman Empire that 
celebrated the winter solstice as a symbol of the resurgence of the sun, the 
casting away of winter and the heralding of the rebirth of spring and summer. 
Indeed, after 25th Dec. had become widely accepted as the date of Jesus’ birth, 
Christian writers frequently made the connection between the rebirth of the sun 
and the birth of the Son. One of the difficulties with this view is that it suggests a 
casual willingness on the part of the Christians to appropriate a pagan festival 
when the early church was so intent on distinguishing itself categorically from 
pagan beliefs and practices. A second view suggests that 25th Dec. became the 
date of Jesus’ birth by a priori reasoning that identified the spring equinox as the 
date of the creation of the world and the fourth day of creation, when the light 
was created, as the day of Jesus’ conception (i.e., March 25th). 25th Dec. nine 
months later, then became the date of Jesus’ birth. 

Mass Intentions (18th-24th Dec) 

Sat.7.30am +The Relief and 
deliverance of Holy Souls 

Vigil 5pm +Souls in Purgatory 

Sun.8am +Jaroslav Kollar  

Sun. 9.30am. Pro Populo 

Mon. +Jaroslav Kollar 

Tue. +Souls in Purgatory 

Wed. +Deceased Members of 
FOSS 

Thurs. +Souls in Purgatory 

Fri. In honour of the Passion of 
Jesus in the Garden 

At the conclusion of the school year, it is most appropriate to express our gratitude to all our 
catechists and teachers for their tremendous dedication and care for all our school children. 

Congratulations to our 
students, from all our Schools, 
who received Sacraments of 
Christian Initiation and first 

confession this year. 

Friday 24/12/21 Christmas Eve: Vigil for children 4pm; Vigil 6pm; Night Mass 11pm; 

Saturday 25/12/21 Christmas Day: 8am; 9:30am; Lunch BYO: 11.30am Vigil 5pm; 
 

Sunday 26/12/21 (Boxing Day) 8am; 9:30am 

Pre-Christmas Penitential Rite for all. The individual 
reconciliation will be available Monday 20th December 7:00pm. 

 

Lectio Divina, 
Tuesdays 10:30am -

11am, meeting 
room  

Working Bee for Christmas at 9am on Thursday 23rd 

December. Please contact Mary on 0404 110 963. 
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