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Daily Masses: 7.30am Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday (Holy Hour, 
Confession and Mass);    Tuesday 5.00pm: 
Adoration, Novena, Confession, Benediction 
and 6pm Mass 
First Fridays: 5pm Holy Hour and 6pm Mass  
Weekend Mass times: Saturday: Vigil 5pm   
Sunday:  8am, 9.30am and 3pm (2nd Sun only): 
Divine Mercy Chaplet with Benediction and 
Mass.  Baptisms after 9.30 Mass (by apt only) 

 

Our sick: Margherita Di Meglio, Ida Melis, Katrina 
Marinilli, Rita Shah, Julia Lock, Marie Lawsen, Ian 
Duffey, Glennise Hall, Eliette Majdandzic; Barbara 
Eadie, Helen McGuirk, Dragica Furda, May 
Kenny, Carmen Camilleri, Jan Gurba, Mary 
Carmen Borg, Norma Cook, Josefa Dabu, Josie 
Lay, Christine Woodard, Maria Suszycka, Urszula 
Kaminska, Thea Van Gastel, Josephine Marinilli, 
Steven Marinilli and all homebound and dear 
friends from Mildred Symons House (1st Wed. 
10.30 mass). 

               

 

Our COVID-19 Safety Plan: 1) Those with flu 
symptoms must not enter the church; 2) 

Sanitising hands and registration are strict 
requirements in order to come inside the church; 
3) Congregational singing prohibited; 4) Required 

sanitisation of the seats before and after each 
service; 5) Social distancing 1.5m apart (only 90 

seats); 7) No gatherings after the Mass in the 

foyer or outside the door of the church. 

You Tube: stjosephcomo 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. If you, or anyone 
you know, have been abused, please contact 

the police or contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  

 

3 ways to donate to the parish: 1) Scan the bar code on 
 the left with your mobile phone camera and follow the 

instructions therein. 2) Visit our website: 
https://www.stjosephscomo.org.au/ and click on the 

“DONATE NOW” button.  3) Copy following link to your 
web browser: 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/COMOOYSTERBAYPARISH 

We 
acknowledge 
the traditional 
custodians, of 

this land 
 of the 

Gweagal 
People of the 

Dharawal 

Nation. 

Catechist Sunday: Catechist Sunday is traditionally celebrated on the first Sunday of 
February. It is an opportunity to recognise all volunteer Catechists. 
 

Ash Wednesday  
17

th
 Feb. Mass 

times: 7.30am, 

9.30am, 6.30pm. 

Happy Birthday wishes to our 
Parish Secretary Anne 

McMaster whose birthday is 
today. Many happy returns 

and God bless. 

In an apostolic letter released Sept. 30, Pope 
Francis has declared that the 3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time will be devoted to the 
celebration and study of the Word of 
God.(Sept, 30 is the feast day of St. Jerome, 
who is known especially for his translation of 
Scriptures into Latin).The document is called 
Aperuit illis, from its opening words, taken from 
St. Luke’s Gospel, where the Evangelist 
describes how the Risen Jesus appeared to 
His disciples, and how “He opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures.” Recalling the 
importance given by the Second Vatican 
Council to rediscovering Sacred Scripture for 
the life of the Church. 

 

 

The Bible is not meant 
for a privileged few, said 
Pope Francis. It belongs 
“to those called to hear 
its message... The Bible 
cannot be monopolized 
or restricted to select 

groups either,” he writes, 
because it is “the book of 
the Lord’s people, who, 
in listening to it, move 
from dispersion and 

division towards unity”. 

Many Bible Versions from Many 
Manuscripts. One of the reasons we see 

different versions of the Bible is because of 
the number of manuscripts available. There 
are over 5,800 Greek New Testament 
manuscripts known to date, along with over 
10,000 Hebrew Old Testament manuscripts 
and over 19,000 copies in Syriac, Coptic, 
Latin, and Aramaic languages. The Oldest 
papyrus fragment is in England at the John 
Rylands Library of Manchester University 
called, P52. The fragment dates no later 
than AD 150 and as early as AD 100. 

 

“O LORD, our God, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of 
the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the 
avenger. When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have  
established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you  
have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them  
dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet, all sheep and oxen, and also 
 the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the  

seas.  O LORD, our God, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Ps 8) 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Mass intentions displayed on the board.  

Pope Francis has 
announced a 
World Day of 

Grandparents and 
the Elderly as a 
reminder of the 
important role 

they play as a link 
between 

generations. The 
first celebration of 

this day will be 
July 25 this year. 

In making his declaration, Pope Francis noted that this year marks the 150th 
anniversary of the saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal Church by Pope Pius 
IX on Dec. 8, 1870.Pope Francis said the coronavirus pandemic has heightened his 
desire to reflect on St. Joseph, as so many people during the pandemic have made 
hidden sacrifices to protect others, just as St. Joseph quietly cared for Mary and Jesus. 

  

 

BYBLOS: The name originated from 'biblion', that is book. The word 'bible' is 
derived from the Greek 'ta b blia', which means 'the books'. Byblos is the 
oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. According to Phoenician 
tradition, Byblos was founded by the god El who surrounded his city with a 
wall. City Byblos was known from marketing papyrus, commonly called byblos. 
The English word "papyrus" derives, via Latin, from Greek πάπυρος (papyros), 
a loanword of unknown (perhaps Pre-Greek) origin. Greek has a second word 
for it, βύβλος (byblos), said to derive from the name of the Phoenician city of 
Byblos. The Greek writer Theophrastus, who flourished during the 4th century 
BCE, uses papyros when referring to the plant used as a foodstuff and byblos 
for the same plant when used for nonfood products, such as cordage, basketry, 
or writing surfaces. The more specific term βίβλος biblos, which finds its way 
into English in such words as 'bibliography', 'bibliophile', and 'bible', refers to 
the inner bark of the papyrus plant. Papyrus is also the etymon of 'paper', a 

similar substance. 

14 th Feb. Valentine’s Day  
The Catholic Church  recognises at least three 
different saints named Valentine or Valentinus, al l  of 
whom were martyred. One legend contends that 
Valentine was a priest who served during the third 
century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided 
that single men made better soldiers than those with 
wives and famil ies, he outlawed marriage for young 
men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, 
defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages 
for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions 
were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to 
death. Sti l l  others insist that i t  was Saint Valentine 
of Terni, a bishop, who was the true namesake of 
the holiday. He, too, was beheaded by Claudius II 
outside Rome. 

Stations of the 
Cross at 6.00 pm, 
beginning from 

Friday 19
th

 February. 

On this Catechist Sunday we take the opportunity to thank 
our catechists in particular Mrs Patricia Margaret Duffey and 

Mr Glenn Kenneth Horton for their dedicated service and 
pastoral care to our Parish students in the Public Schools. 
Dear Margaret thank you for your 20 years and Glenn for 

five years of your catechetical work.  
May God bless your apostolate. 

Does purgatory exist? Some who deny the existence 
of purgatory cite Revelation 14:13: “Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord henceforth. ‘Blessed indeed,’ 
says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for 
their deeds follow them!’” The Catechism makes it 
clear, however, that purgatory exists as a place of 
cleansing or purgation (1030–1032). St. Thomas 
Aquinas explains that the verse from Revelation refers 
to the labor of working to gain spiritual merit, but does 
not address the labor of suffering to be cleansed from 
sin. Any person whose soul is in purgatory has died in 
charity and merits the eternal reward of heaven, but 
only after having been cleansed of any remaining 
venial sins.  
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