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Daily Masses: 7.30am Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
(Holy Hour, Confession and Mass);    
Tuesday 5.00pm: Adoration, Novena, 
Confession, Benediction and 6pm Mass 
Weekend Mass times: Saturday: Vigil 5pm   
Sunday:  8am, 9.30am, (2nd Sun) 3pm: 
Divine Mercy Chaplet with Benediction and 
Mass.  

First Fridays: Holy Hour and Mass 5pm 

 

Our sick:, Ida Melis, Katrina Marinilli, Rita Shah, 
Julia Lock, Marie Lawsen, Ian Duffey, Glennise 
Hall, Eliette Majdandzic; Barbara Eadie, Helen 
McGuirk, Dragica Furda, May Kenny, Carmen 
Camilleri, Jan Gurba, Mary Carmen Borg, Norma 
Cook, Josefa Dabu, Josie Lay, Christine 
Woodard, Maria Suszycka, Urszula Kaminska, 
Thea Van Gastel, Josephine Marinilli, Steven 
Marinilli and all homebound and dear friends from 

Mildred Symons House. 

               

 

Our COVID-19 Safety Plan: 1) Those with flu 
symptoms must not enter the church; 2) 

Sanitising hands and registration are strict 
requirements in order to come inside the church; 
3) Congregational singing prohibited; 4) Required 

sanitisation of the seats before and after each 
service; 5) Social distancing 1.5m apart (only 90 

seats); 7) No gatherings after the Mass in the 

foyer or outside the door of the church. 

You Tube:  stjosephcomo 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. If you, or anyone 
you know, have been abused, please contact 

the police or contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  

 

3 ways to donate to the parish: 1) Scan the bar code on 
 the left with your mobile phone camera and follow the 

instructions therein. 2) Visit our website: 
https://www.stjosephscomo.org.au/ and click on the 

“DONATE NOW” button.  3) Copy following link to your 
web browser: 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/COMOOYSTERBAYPARISH 

We 
acknowledge 
the traditional 
custodians, of 

this land 
 of the 

Gweagal 
People of the 

Dharawal 

Nation. 

Catechist Sunday, 7
th

 February. Catechist Sunday is traditionally celebrated on 
the first Sunday of February. It is an opportunity to recognise all volunteer 

Catechists. 

 Plenary Council 2021. The listening process preparing for the Plenary Council revealed demand 
for greater lay participation in the Church. A number of the submissions insisted that lay people 
be able to assume roles that have traditionally been the domain of priests and deacons. The 
expectation that lay people should be given a greater role in the life and ministry of the Church is 
considered to be a fulfilment of the teachings of the Second Vatican Council.  

 

Ash Wed. 17th Feb. Mass times: 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.30pm. The Lenten season begins with the Ash Wednesday. For Christians, lent is a season to contemplate, 
repent, and condition their hearts and spirituality for the coming of Easter. The lent season covers forty 
days which starts from the traditional practice of Ash Wednesday culminating to Easter Sunday which 
falls on 4 April this year. The focus of Lent is on the last week of the season known as the Holy Week. 
In the old days, during the Lenten period, Christians strictly observe the tradition of fasting and 
abstinence. This means that the people give something up from their usual habits as a form of sacrifice 
and to express their genuine repentance along with prayer for spiritual cleansing. There are a lot of 
traditional means of fasting and one of which is refraining from eating meat on specific days after Ash 
Wednesday. Also, giving something for those who are less fortunate is highly encouraged by the church 
as giving is the spirit of the lent. However, the method of showing the spirit of lent has evolved through 
the modern times. Fasting and abstinence is now done in a different manner. From the traditional way of 
fasting which is refraining from eating meat is now ceasing from the literal habits of an individual. For 
example, someone shows his abstinence by decreasing the usage of internet or social media, going out 
on parties and social events, watching television, spending much time in playing video games, and 
many more. In the end no matter how a person shows his way of showing value to the season, what 
matters most is the sincerity, intention, and understanding of the true value of lent which is to 
contemplate and sincerely repent on one’s sins, wrong choices… 
 

Candlemas (Tue 2 February) This day is known as the feast 
of the Presentation of the Lord Jesus and the Purification of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is a holy Christian day that 
honours Jesus’s presentation to the temple, an event 
narrated in the Gospel according to Luke 2: 22-40. In 
reference to Leviticus 12: every woman had to be presented 
for purification by offering her sacrifices 33 days after the 
circumcision of her son. Traditionally, Candlemas had been 
the last feast day in the Christian year that was dated by 
reference to Christmas. It is another "epiphany" type feast as 
Jesus is revealed as the messiah by the canticle of Simeon 
and the prophetess Anna. It also fits into this theme, as the 
earliest manifestation of Jesus inside the house of his 
heavenly Father. Subsequent moveable feasts are calculated 

with reference to Easter. Traditionally, the Western term  

Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebaste in Armenia during the 
fourth century. Very little is known about his life. According to 
various accounts he was a physician before becoming a 
bishop. His cult spread throughout the entire Church in the 
Middle Ages because he was reputed to have miraculously 
cured a boy who nearly died of a fishbone in his throat. 

 

St. Agatha, Fri. 5 Feb. Blessing of bread. Early depictions of St. Agatha 
showed her holding a plate on which lie her severed breasts. It is said 
that people were mistaken and thought the plate contained loaves of 
bread which St. Agatha had been holding at the time of her death. Due to 
this belief, the tradition of blessing loaves of bread on the feast of St. 
Agatha began, and continues to this day.     Mass 7.30am  

Chinese New Year for the 
year 2021 is observed on 
Friday, 12 Feb.  under the 
sign of  the Ox. Chinese 
New Year is the first day of 
the New Year in the Chinese 
lunisolar calendar. It is also 
known as the Lunar New 
Year or the Spring Festival. 

"Candlemas" (or Candle Mass) referred to the 
practice whereby a priest on 2 February blessed 
beeswax candles for use throughout the year, 
some of which were distributed to the faithful for 
use in the home. In Poland the feast is called 
Święto Matki Bożej Gromnicznej (Feast of Our 
Lady of Thunder candles). This name refers to 
the candles that are blessed on this day, called 
gromnice, since these candles are lit during 
(thunder) storms and placed in windows to ward 
off storms. In the Eastern and Western liturgical 
calendars the Presentation of the Lord falls on 2 
February, forty days (inclusive) after Christmas. 
In the Church of England it may be celebrated on 
this day, or on the Sunday between 28 January 
and 3 February. This feast never falls in Lent.         

Mass times: 7.30am & 6.00pm.          
Blessing of beeswax candles. Please 

bring your own candles for blessing. 

From the eighth century he has been 
invoked on behalf of the sick, 
especially those afflicted with illnesses 
of the throat. St. Blaise, Wed. 3 Feb. 
Blessing of throat with candles.      
Mass times: 7.30am & 6pm. 

 

"I call on everyone, on leaders of states, 
on businesses, on international 
organisations, to promote cooperation and 
not competition, to find a solution for 
everyone: vaccines for all, especially the 
most vulnerable and most in need in all 
regions of the planet." (This) pandemic 
had come at a "moment in history, marked 
by the ecological crisis and grave 
economic and social imbalances", the 
pope added, saying that it made it "all the 
more important for us to acknowledge one 
another as brothers and sisters". (Pope 
Francis, Urbi et Orbi, Christmas 
message). 
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