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Daily Masses; (School Holidays) 

7.30am Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday             Weekend Mass 
times: (School Holidays)  Sat.: Vigil 
5pm    Sun:  8am, 9.30am 
2

nd
 Sun. of the month: Divine Mercy 

& Mass (wef Feb. 2021) 
Confessions: 10mins before each Mass. 

 

 

Our sick:, Ida Melis, Katrina Marinilli, Rita Shah, 
Julia Lock, Marie Lawsen, Ian Duffey, Glennise 
Hall, Eliette Majdandzic; Barbara Eadie, Helen 
McGuirk, Dragica Furda, May Kenny, Carmen 
Camilleri, Jan Gurba, Mary Carmen Borg, Norma 
Cook, Josefa Dabu, Josie Lay, Christine 
Woodard, Maria Suszycka, Urszula Kaminska, 
Thea Van Gastel, Josephine Marinilli, Steven 
Marinilli and all homebound and dear friends from 

Mildred Symons House. 

               

 

Our COVID-19 Safety Plan :1) Those with flu 
symptoms must not enter the church; 2) 

Sanitising hands and registration are strict 
requirements in order to come inside the church; 
3) Congregational singing prohibited; 4) Required 

sanitisation of the seats before and after each 
service; 5) Social distancing 1.5m apart (only 90 

seats); 7) No gatherings after the Mass in the 

foyer or outside the door of the church. 

You Tube:  stjosephcomo 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. If you, or anyone 
you know, have been abused, please contact 

the police or contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  

 

3 ways to donate to the parish: 1) Scan the bar code on 
 the left with your mobile phone camera and follow the 

instructions therein. 2) Visit our website: 
https://www.stjosephscomo.org.au/ and click on the 

“DONATE NOW” button.  3) Copy following link to your 
web browser: 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/COMOOYSTERBAYPARISH 

We 
acknowledge 

the 
traditional 

custodians, 
of this land 

 of the 
Gweagal 

People of the 
Dharawal 
Nation. 

Catechist Sunday, 7
th

 
February. Catechist Sunday 
is traditionally celebrated on 

the first Sunday of 
February. It is an 

opportunity to recognised all 
volunteer Catechists. 

 

Plenary Council 2021. The listening process preparing for the Plenary Council revealed 
demand for greater lay participation in the Church. A number of the submissions insisted that 
lay people be able to assume roles that have traditionally been the domain of priests and 
deacons. The expectation that lay people should be given a greater role in the life and ministry 
of the Church is considered to be a fulfilment of the teachings of the Second Vatican Council.  

 

    A prayer for Renewal      (Go Make Disciples) 

Blessed are you, Father, who, in your infinite love sent us your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, that we may have life, and have it in abundance. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, renew our Eucharistic communities. May they be 
places of encounter with the living Christ, centres of evangelisation and 

outreach to our community in love and mercy. Grant us the gifts of faith, hope 
and love to be faithful disciples of Jesus and radiant witnesses to the people of 

Sydney. Our Lady, Help of Christians. Pray for us! Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Star of the New Evangelisation. Pray for us! St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 

Pray for us! 

26th January Australia Day. One Nation One Country One Spirit 

The Aboriginal peoples have been living for more than 60,000 years on the continent we 
now know as Australia. At least 1600 generations of these peoples have lived and died here. 
Europeans from the thirteenth century became interested in details from Asia about this land 
to the south. From the sixteenth century European cartographers and navigators gave the 
continent various names, including Terra Australis (Southern Land) and New Holland. 
Captain James Cook raised the Union Jack on what is now called Possession Island on 22 
August 1770 to claim the eastern half of the continent as New South Wales for Great 

Britain. Captain Arthur Phillip, commander of the First Fleet of eleven convict ships from 
Great Britain, and the first Governor of New South Wales, arrived at Sydney Cove on 
26 January 1788 and raised the Union Jack to signal the beginning of the colony. 
Proclamation of an annual public holiday for 26 January 1838 marked the Jubilee of the 
British occupation of New South Wales. This was the second year of the anniversary’s 
celebratory Sydney Regatta. The Australia colonies federated to form the Commonwealth 
of Australia. The Union Jack continued as the national flag, taking precedence over the 

Australian red and blue shipping ensigns gazetted in 1903. Melbourne was the interim 
federal capital. The Australian Capital Territory was created out of New South Wales in 
1908, the federal capital named Canberra in 1913, and the Parliament House opened there 
in 11927. 
 

 “Cancel culture” can be described as a 
general perception of a group of 
people. It is an environment where 
certain assumptions and behaviours 
are accepted and expected. A “cancel” 
culture is a culture that encourages and 
enforces the cancellation of individuals 
or groups of individuals for various 
indiscretions or “sins” against that 
cultural mood. To be cancelled is to be 
shamed, to be cast out, to be reviled 
and exiled. So a “cancel culture” is a 
culture in which this sort of banishment 
has become the norm. Did Jesus 
cancel people? Well, ask the 
Pharisees. Did Paul cancel people? 
Well, ask Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 
Tim 1:20) or the Judaizers of Galatians. 
It is impossible to read the New 
Testament and not come to the 
conclusion that truth in doctrine and 
holiness in action matter. And the 
person who doesn’t persevere in the 
truth and the person who is obstinate in 
sin is in grave danger of being 
“cancelled.” However, cancellation 
denies grace is alien to Christianity. 

Farewell to 
Dennis Neate. 
RIP, 6 Jan, at St. 
Joseph’s Como. 

Elizabeth and 
Sam send 

greetings from  
their holidays. 

“The anthem, "Advance Australia Fair," has been 
tweaked to recognise the country's Indigenous history 
and communities” Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
announced late Thursday, hours before 2021.The first 
line, "Australians all let us rejoice, for we are young 
and free," will now end with "one and free." 

 

The Canberra Declaration (2019) is an active, caring, growing 
community of people who have a vision to see Australia’s Judeo-
Christian Values revitalised. To see such a revival and renewal 
of faith we believe we have to see 8 strategic areas addressed. 

 

Gospel explosion. Raising up of 
Godly political leaders. Greater 
freedom of speech. Regeneration in 
education. Restoration of families. 
Rebirth of sexual integrity. Revival 
of the dignity of life.  National 

transformation through spiritual 
renewal. 

 
Lent for the year 2021 starts on Wednesday, 17 February and ends on Thursday, 1 
April  with evening Mass on Holy Thursday. Lent is a Christian annual period that starts 
on Ash Wednesday lasting for 40 days (not including Sundays) representing the 40 
days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. 

Chinese New Year will be observed on Friday, 12 
February, under a sign of the Ox. It is also known as the 
Lunar New Year or the Spring Festival. 

Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney, the Late Geoffrey Robinson (10 Aug.1937-29 Dec. 
2020) was one of the most influential figures in moving the Church forward  in 
responding to abuse of minors. Please pray for the repose of Bishop 
Robinson’s soul. 

 We are deeply indebted to him for his years of effort to bring help and 
healing to those who have suffered sexual abuse and for what he has 

done to establish protocols of professional standards. RIP. 

May God bless our Nation. 
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