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Sat 9am: +Souls in Purgatory; 5 pm Vigil: + The Dwyer Family Sunday 8am: +Jaroslaw Kollar; 10am: + Souls in Purgatory; Mon: + Souls in Purgatory; Tues: + The Dwyer Family,  
Wed: +The Dwyer Family; Thurs.: The Dwyer Family; Fr: Souls in Purgatory 

Please pray for the sick: Josefa Dabu, John & Rita Webb, Josie Lay, friends from the Chesalon Home and housebound 

Collections at Christmas: 
1st $ 2,072.70  2nd $1,196.75  
 Planned Giving: $1,193.00 
Poor Boxes: $25.55 
Christmas Offerings: $904.95 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES: 

Saturday Vigil: 5pm 
Sunday: 8am, 10am  
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: 

Mon 6.45am Tues 7.30pm Wed 9am 
Thurs 6.45am Fri 9.00am Sat 9.00am 
HOLY HOUR: Saturday 8.00-9.00am 
RECONCILIATION: 10 mins before Mass 
 and Saturdays 8.00-8.55am 
BAPTISMS: at 10am Mass (each Sunday) 

BAPTISMAL PROG: First Thursday each 
month, 7pm in the meeting room 

 WEDDINGS: By appointment 
ANOINTING MASS: next: Weekend  

Masses 7th and 8th January 
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 DIVINE MERCY Tues. 6.30 - 7:30pm 
PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM:-No longer tax 
deductable. 
LEGION OF MARY: Friday 9:30am 
VOCATION: www.vocationcentre.org.au 

BIBLE STUDY: Wed 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Rosters: 31st December and 1st January 2017 
Linen: Joan Hagley; Cleaning: VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED; 
Readers: Peggy Saab, Candace Anthony; Glennis Spence, Geoff Croxson;  

Karen Moseley, Sharon Moore-Lambert 
Communion: Elizabeth Pemberton, Greg Conroy; Kathy Cattanach, Madeline Salway 

Linda Gillies Sandra Moore 
Homebound: Margaret Lewis, Michelle Ziegler, Linda Gillies, Ada Bajt, Marguerite Kelly 
Chesalon: 4TH January 2017: Margaret Duffey 

Rosters: 7th and 8th January 2017 
Linen: Shirley Mercer; Cleaning: Robyn Crowe, Irene Riley; 
Readers: Sarah Greening, Deanne Buckham; Michael Borg, Ray Martin;  

Agnes Lim, Sandra Moore 
Communion: Julie O’Hara, Terry O’Hara; Barbara Shales, Aidan Gleeson; 

Fiorella Bosustow, Anne McMaster 
Homebound: Fiorella Bosustow, Anne McMaster, Kathy Moroney, Deanne Buckham 
Chesalon: 11TH January: Rose-Marie Hoekstra 

There was awareness of a real crisis in European civilization towards the end of the 19th century that 
Pope Leo XIII instituted the Feast of the Holy Family, this feast was then extended to the universal 
Church by Benedict XV. Leo XIII was urged on to establish this feast and to write his Encyclical ‘Quam 
Plurimes’ that made St. Joseph the patron of the Universal Church by the words of Blessed John Henry 
Newman in his Bigletto speech in Rome when the Pope made him a cardinal.  
Pope John Paul II on the 100th anniversary of Leo’s encyclical issued his own encyclical on the 
importance of St. Joseph and the Holy Family, ‘Redemptoris Custos’, the Guardian of the Redeemer.  
That same Pope, reading the signs of the times and aware of a crisis within the understanding of the 
family, brought about in no small part by the sexual revolution of the 1960s, called a Synod on the 
Family and issued an Apostolic Exhortation, ‘Familiaris Consortio’, at the end of the Synod to explain 
and deepen the Church’s understanding of, and commitment to, the family. And in this context we read:  
‘The family—based on marriage (between a man and a woman)—is the first and fundamental unit of 
society and is a sanctuary for the creation and nurturing of children. Together families form 
communities, communities a state and together all across the world each human is part of the human 
family. How these communities organize themselves politically, economically and socially is thus of the 
highest importance. Each institution must be judged by how much it enhances, or is a detriment to, the 
life and dignity of human persons.’ The attack on the family from an increasingly secularized and 
antichristian society has certainly reached new points of crisis that Leo and John Paul could not have 
imagined—and this in a relatively short period of time. So Pope Francis has called for a Synod on the 
Family, whose Extraordinary session was held last year in October. The proceedings of the 
Extraordinary Synod were at once controversial and disturbing. But the Synod did reveal for all to see 
that there is indeed a crisis in the understanding of the family, but this crisis was not brought about 
merely by forces outside the Church but within the Church herself. Today, after the Mass, go to the 
crib, look and ponder what this birth means, what this family means. And there offer your prayers to 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, that your own family, with its imperfections, its problems, its sufferings, may 
be joined to the love of God that is at the heart of the Holy Family. And do not forget to offer a prayer 
for all fathers, mothers and children in this world who struggle to love each other in a world that each 
day deepens its falsification of love in the name of a false understanding of personal freedom. 

  
  
  

 

 

In ancient Roman 
religion and myth, Janus 
is the god of beginnings, 
gates, transitions, time, 
doorways, passages, 
and endings. He is 
usually depicted as 

having two faces, since 
he looks to the future 
and to the past. It is 

conventionally thought 
that the month of 

January is named for 
Janus but according to 
ancient Roman farmers' 
almanacs Juno was the 

tutelary deity of the 
month. Janus presided 
over the beginning and 
ending of conflict, and 
hence war and peace. 

The doors of his temple 
were open in time of war, 
and closed to mark the 

peace. 

 

 

Dear Lord,  
as this New Year is 
born I give it to your 
hand,  
Content to walk by faith 
what paths I cannot 
understand. Whatever 
coming days may bring  
Of bitter loss, or gain, 
Or every crown of 
happiness;  
Should sorrow come, or 
pain,  
Or, Lord, if all unknown 
to me your angel 
hovers near  
To bear me to that 
farther shore  
Before another year, 
It matters not—my 
hand in yours,  
Your light upon my 
face,  
Your boundless 
strength when I am 
weak,  
Your love and saving 
grace!  
I only ask, loose not my 
hand,  
Grip fast my soul, and 
be  
My guiding light upon 
the path  
Till, blind no more, I 
see! 
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Prayer for the New Year: Lord, At the beginning of this new year, I offer you my life. Come take my voice, may the words I speak be filled with encouragement and 
goodness. Come take my hands, may the work they create be generous and giving. Come take my feet, may the journeys I walk be led by your Spirit within. 

Come take my life Lord, for I love your goodness, your kindness and your leading. Amen. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Paul VI 
John XXIII 
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This is our hall. St. Mary’s Nativity Crib 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you Lord 
for the year 

2016 

May the road rise up to meet 
you. May the wind be always at 
your back. May the sun shine 

warm upon your face; the rains 
fall soft upon your fields and 

until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm 

of His hand. 

Prayer  

for 
All those who travel this time of the year 


