
St Joseph’s Como-Oyster Bay Catholic Church Fr. Jerzy Chrzczonowicz PP e-mail:jerzy1junior@hotmail.com, mobile: 0411 125 357 210 Oyster Bay Road, Como, Ph: 9528 0205. 

 Fax: 9528 7434 Web: www.stjosephscomo.org.au; stjoscomo@bigpond.com, Parish Bookkeeper Patricia Low, Parish Auditor Cesar Marmolego, Parish Secretary Anne McMaster  
Office Mon. 12:00 – 3:00pm Thur. 8:00am – 3:00pm .School Principal: Mr Allan Fagerstrom PO Box 447, Jannali 2226. Phone: 9528 8716 info@stjcomo.catholic.edu.au 

 
Sat. 9 am:+Deceased parishioners; Vigil 5 pm:+ Dr S. Tan & for the Assistant ; Sun. 8am: +Andre Van Gastel; 9.30am+Guuseppe Pasqua; 

Mon: +Darrien Lommen Tues: +Souls in Purgatory; Wed: +Aunty Maree, ; Thurs: Uncle George Fri: + Souls in Purgatory of FOSS 

Retreat Day – "The Passion of the Lord" Date: Saturday 10th 
March. Start: 8.45am, Mass: 9am, Finish: 3pm.Location: Saint 
Raphael’s Parish Hall, 84 George Street, South Hurstville. Coffee, 
Tea & Soft Drinks will be supplied on the day. Please bring along 
something to share for morning tea and a sandwich for lunch. 

(For further info contact Gary & Ronnie Cartmer 0418781777)  

Parish Council meeting on Thursday 22nd February at 7pm  
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Saturday Vigil: 6pm  
Sunday: 8am, 9.30am 
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: 

Mon 6.45amTues7.30pmWed.9.00am 
Thurs 6.45am Fri 9.00am Sat 9.00am 
HOLY HOUR: Saturday 8.00-9.00am 
RECONCILIATION: 10 mins before 
Mass and Saturdays 8.00 – 8.55am 
BAPTISMS: at 9.30am Mass  
BAPTISM Prep Thurs. 1st March  
7pm meeting room 

WEDDINGS: By appointment. 
ANOINTING MASS: next: 7th/ 8th April  
NOVENA OUR LADY  

DIVINE MERCY Tues. 6.30pm 
www.vocationcentre.org.au 
EWTN-Kids (internet catechism) 

CatholicNewsService 
Catholica 
Zenith News 
American Thinker  
Lenten prayer group Sun. 3.30pm 

 

Reading Ministry: 
http://catholicreadings.or

g 

Our sick: Grace Di Matteo, 
Josefa Dabu, Terry Quailey, Rita 
Webb, Josie Lay, Christine 
Woodard, Marko Radmil, Maria 
Suszycka, Urszula Kaminska, 
Thea Van Gastel and friends from 
the Chesalon Home & 
housebound. 

In the history of the Church, the notion of Lent comes from the council of Nicaea in 325 AD. The council of 
Nicaea is best known for the profession of faith – the ‘Nicene Creed’ – which is still recited in most parishes 
every Sunday immediately after the sermon. However, the council also issued twenty canons of a practical 
nature, dealing with various aspects of church life, and the fifth of these canons speaks of Lent. The word 
used for Lent in this fifth canon is tessarakonta (in the original Greek), which means ‘forty’. For the first time 
in recorded history, we have mention of this period of preparation for Easter as lasting forty days. Much 
earlier, Christians had introduced Easter Sunday to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. Soon afterwards, a 
period of two or three days preparation, specially commemorating Christ’s passion and death – the ‘Holy 
Week’ part of Lent today – had been adopted by various Christian communities. But the first mention of a 
preparatory period lasting the forty days comes from this fifth canon of Nicaea. The length of time was 
adopted in imitation of the forty days that Jesus spent in the desert at the beginning of his public ministry. 
Terminology, Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning to ‘lengthen’. Lent comes at a time when the 
hours or daytime are ‘lengthening’, as spring approaches, and so it is a time when we too can ‘lengthen’ 
spiritually, when we can stretch out and grow in the Spirit. Our role during Lent is to cooperate with God’s 
grace and initiatives, in a sense to relax in the presence of God, rather than to force the pace with our own 
efforts. Lent is very ecumenical. At the time of the council of Nicaea, the Church was still united, East and 
West. We are long before the sad division of the Church into Catholics and Orthodox, which came about in 
the eleventh century. Indeed the council of Nicaea belongs principally to the Eastern Church: the city lies in 
modern Turkey. Most Protestant churches recognise the authority of the early councils and therefore, at 
least tacitly, the canons of Nicaea. Article 21 of the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Church of England, in the 
form first promulgated in 1563, states explicitly that respect should be given to the council of Nicaea. In 
keeping Lent, therefore, Christians can celebrate the Eastern roots of their faith. Christians are much more 
united than divided. It is important to remember that Lent is a joyful season. 

Volunteers needed. Up keeping the 
church, music, counting donations 
and taking to the bank, reading, 
distribution of the Holy Communion, 
altar serving, acolytes & young 
servers, devotional shop ministry. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS of HOLY COMMUNION for all in the Archdiocese of Sydney. It is also a 
pre-requisite course for those men who wish to attend the Acolytes training courses.  WHEN: Saturdays 

24th February and 10th March 2018 9:00am – 12noon Registration from 8:30am WHERE: St Patrick’s, 143 
Princes Highway, Kogarah NSW 2217. Those whom the Lord calls to this Ministry are advise to take a 

registration form, provided in the church, and lodge in the our Parish Office. 

 

The Bishop’s Blend: Looking to network 
with other young Catholic professionals and 
learn how to live your faith in the workplace? 
Then join the Most Reverend Bishop Richard 
Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney on 
Tuesday, 27

th
 February 2018 at 7:00am at 

the Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Sydney for 
The Bishop’s Blend, a quarterly breakfast 
series for young professionals. Online 

booking is essential. For more information: 
bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org 

Lenten Program 2018: Book $10 and CDs. Please form your own groups. Group for everybody at 3.30pm 

on Sundays of Lent concluded with the Holy Mass at 5 pm. Lenten Black Books $ 3 each. 

St. Joseph’s Feast Day Monday 19th March at 
9:30am Mass: we all are invited to celebrate 
with the School Community our Patron’s Day.  
Bp. Richard Umbers is coming to join us at this 
Festival.  More information will be given closer 

to the date. 

Invitation to the Seniors Mass for 2018 which will be 
held at Star of The Sea Miranda, on the 9.March at 
11.30am and will be followed by a light luncheon with 

the seniors of our parishes in the Parish Centre. 

There are about forty calendars used in the 
world today, particularly for determining religious 
dates. Most modern countries use the Gregorian 
calendar for their official activities. One of those is 
the Chinese calendar. From last Friday the whole 
Chinese and other Asian nations celebrate 
Chinese New Year of the Dog. Gong Xi Fat Cai! 

WORLD DAY of PRAYER is being hosted here at St Joseph’s on Friday 2nd March at 10.30am. The 
theme for this year is ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good’ and the content for this day has been prepared by 
the women of Suriname. Everyone is invited to attend this important Ecumenical event which will be 
supported by all local Christian denominations and children from St Joseph’s Primary school will assist in 
the celebration. Parishioners are encouraged to attend and join our visitors for this World Day of Prayer. 
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